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Spectrum Scratch & Brown (with or without Fiber) 
 
Description:  Spectrum Scratch & Brown is a dry - reinforced product designed to be used as the scratch and/or brown coat in a 
three-coat stucco application. Tremendous steps were made by AHI to develop our Spectrum Scratch & Brown coat. Our 
company has received a large number of glowing reviews on this product. Installers across the country that have used our 
Scratch & Brown have stated that our product has “superior coverage”, “better board life”, “does not dry out as fast” and “stays 
on walls and ceilings without falling to the ground like the one coats or other competitive products” they have used. Application 
of Spectrum Scratch & Brown will help resist water penetration, plastic shrinkage, cracks and sagging. It will also produce a 
non-load bearing, aesthetically pleasing exterior or interior finish on concrete, masonry and stud walls or metal buildings.  
 
Uses: Spectrum Scratch & Brown is designed to be used in general stucco construction over galvanized metal lath or solid base 
surfaces such as masonry or concrete.  
 
Coverage: Scratch Coat – 90-110 sq. ft at 3/8” thickness. Brown Coat – 75-80 sq. ft at 3/8” thickness.  
 
Dry Time: Spectrum Scratch & Brown requires a minimum of 48 hours moist curing: Refer to ASTM C926 Application of 
Portland Cement—Based Plaster (ASTM 926 8.2 states) “Sufficient time between coats shall be allowed to permit each coat to 
cure or develop enough rigidity to resist cracking or other physical damage when the next coat is applied.” Environmental 
conditions such as heat, wind and humidity must all be considered when determining dry time. Please note: Spectrum Acrylic 
Primer must be applied over uncured cementious materials to ensure that improper pH levels do not cause coating failures or 
shadowing issues. Acrylic and Elastomeric finishes and paints are applied when the cementious material has cured to a proper 
pH level of 10 or below and the primer has dried for quick dry time of 30 minutes.  
 
Job Conditions: Air and substrate surface temperature must be 40ºF or higher and remain so for a minimum of 24 hours.  
 
Precautions:  Use adequate ventilation. Avoid breathing dust. Use of approved dust respirator, safety glasses and protective 
gloves are recommended. As with any chemical product, exercise care when handling.  
 
Surface Preparation: Concrete and masonry surfaces should be slightly scarified and free from all dirt, efflorescence, oil and 
other foreign matter. Loose or damaged materials should be removed and/or repaired.  
 
Mixing: It is suggested that you mix this product using a motorized mortar mixer. For Scratch Coats: Use 1 bag of Spectrum 
Scratch & Brown Coat to 2.5 cu. ft. of plaster sand which conforms to ASTM C-897. For Brown Coats: Use 1 bag of Spectrum 
Scratch & Brown Coat to 3 cu. ft. of plaster sand which conforms to ASTM C-897.  
 
Application: Scratch & Brown can be hand applied or sprayed. Apply the Scratch coat to a thickness of 3/8” with either an 
approved sprayer or trowel. Scratch the first coat horizontally and allow the Scratch coat to cure sufficiently. Apply the Brown 
coat using an approved sprayer or trowel to a thickness of 3/8” thick. Spectrum Scratch & Brown requires moisture to cure. 
Moist cure for no less then 48 hours.  
 
Clean Up: Do not allow product to dry. Clean tools and equipment with water immediately after use.  
 
Storage & Shelf Life: Store off the ground in a dry area. Protect from extreme heat, moisture, direct sunlight and freezing 
temperatures. Product can be stored for a period of 12 months in original un-opened container and protected from moisture.  
 
Weight & Packaging: 75 lb bags. 40 bags per pallet.  
 
No warranty, representation or condition of any kind, expressed or implied applies, including warrant of merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose. Having no control over the use of cement, 
seller will not guarantee finished product work, nor shall seller be liable for consequential damages. Seller’s liability is expressly limited to replacement of defective product.  

 
 
 


